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No.  147

M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
to M. CORBIN, French Ambassador in London.

Pans, June 29,  1939.

IN a telegram sent en clair by messenger, which I am communi-
cating to you by air, M. Coulondre indicates that the latest news
received from Danzig supports the view that the Reich is preparing
the ground for a coup for the annexation of the Free City conducted
from within, the Danzig Senate and population themselves proclaim-
ing their return to the Reich. In this event the Polish Government
would have no alternative but to occupy the city, by way of the
harbour, in order to re-establish the status quo. Germany would
represent itself as "attacked" and would exploit this equivocation by
playing upon the word ''aggression" in an attempt to confuse foreign
public opinion and paralyse the reactions of the Governments of
France and Great Britain.

Our Ambassador informs me this morning that the Reich's military
preparations in the Free City appear to be advancing more rapidly,
and it seems to him to be essential, in order to frustrate this
manoeuvre, to take steps beforehand and warn the Reich of the
consequences which its attitude would inevitably entail.

I fully share the feeling expressed by M. Coulondre, and it seems
to me most desirable that- Lord Halifax, in the speech which he is
to make this evening, should take the opportunity to give the rulers
of the Reich a plain intimation of the common determination of the
two Governments to fulfil the obligations of assistance which they
have assumed towards Poland, no matter what devious means
Germany might bring into play in order to create ambiguity about
the real character of her action. You should approach the Principal
Secretary of State with this object in view.

GEORGES  BONNET.

No. 148

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, June 30, 1939.

THE State Secretary was good enough to ask me to call upon
him to-day, in order to convey to me an expression of regret on the
part of Herr von Ribbentrop, whom I had asked for an interview and
who is at the moment unwell, and his hope that he will be able to
see me next week.

When I drew Heir von Weizsacker's attention to the pessimism
of the Diplomatic Corps, he once more told me that he found it
difficult to understand the reason for it. To be sure the negotiations
of France and Great Britain with Russia, and the agreement with
Turkey, gave no great pleasure to Berlin, and in his opinion did not